| For all in Authority upon the 


Farth; and in Special, thoſe now in ENGLA ND, : 


to Read and Ponder. 


Ges, Times, Generations have paſſed over the world fince the 
Grſt Publication of the Goſpel of Truth by the Holy Apoſtles 
of Jeſus Chriſt; and in theſe times the deſtroying Anti-chriſt 
'  foretold by the Spirit ( 2 The. 2. and throughout the Reve- 
* lations) to come, hath had his Raign, And in this Dark and 
| Miſerable Time, the Glory ofthe Goſpel, and the true know- 
ledge of the Everliving God and Saviour, hath been loft from amongſt men, 
and conſequently the Spirit of Love, Meekneſs, Long-Suffering, Equity and 
Amity : Whereby ic hath come to paſs, that inſtead of a ſweet ſmell, all Wor- 
ſhips and Offerings haye been of an evil Savour in che Noftrills of a pure God); 
and inſtead of a Bleſſing, the Wrath and Indignation of the Almightie hath 
come upon men, by reaſon of the diſhonour done unto his Name, in the ſame 
Cloudy, Diſmal, and Dark Day. But now is the Lord God, the true andfaith- 
ful holy One (according to the words alſo ſpoken, and written by the {aid 
Servants of God from the beginning) ariſen and made manifeſt by the - wa 
of his Mouth to Conſume, and by the Brightneſs of his Coming, to deftroy 
che ſame deftroying Antichriſt, that Miſterie of -Iniquitie our of the Earth, 
2 Theſ. 2. 3. That the Creation of God may be cleanſed from its Corrupti- 
on, and reſtored into its Primitive Libertie and Freedomto Worſhip God in 
Puritie, Spirit and Truth, as in the beginning; that ſo the offerings of all 
eople may be holy to the Lord, and the Unity of the Spirit be kept in che 
Bond of Truth and Peace, by all that call upon his Name. | 
And though the Seed of God hath been as a Captive and Stranger in a 
range Land, bowed under by reaſon of the ſaid Enemie: Yet now is the 
Lord ariſen in his glorious Majeſty, to bring his Seed back again from the Land 


of its Captivity, into the promiſed Land, the Land of Righteouſneſs and Ho- | 


lineſs, the true Land of Iſrael, and the glory of all Lands, in which is the 
Beautiful and well-Fenced City, the Holy and New 7eraſalen (with her holy 
Worſhippers therein) ſeen, and into whica no unclean thing can enter. 

So Awake, and Ariſe all people into the holy Underftanding, to know what 
God is doing this day in earth, that your Souls may live,and not die: For the 
. Darkneſs is paſſing away,and the true Light now again ſhineth forth,even the 
true Light that lighteth every man that cometh intothe world. Yea, be wile 
now therefore O yeKings,and be Learned,and truly underſtanding all ye that 


Rule, Judge, and give Lawes in the Earth, and know what the Lord God re» - 


quireth of you. Take not Counſel one at another, leaning to your own [n+ 
derſtanding, to do your own wills, but all take Counſel at his good Spirit, ſtu= 
dying how todo his Will, for they onely that do Gods Will, endure for ever. 
Many people and ſtrong Nations have been ſeen to have had great power for 
_ «time, and flowiſhing for alittle moment, buc chey could not alwaies endure, 
becawle they took not Counſel at God, neither were doers of his Will, bur their 
own, : 
So, be wiſe now therefore, all ye tht are up in Power and Authority in the 
Earth this day, and be Warned, and with the Wiſdom which is from above 
be Armed, and let the fear of God,which is the beginning thereof,enter into 
Four hearts, and take place there, and dwell there tor ever; for that only is 
able todire& you into the way of the good Underſtanding in all things ; for a 
good underſtanding have all they that do thereafter :- Strive not to ſet up 
your felves in the Earth ; ſeek not your own revenges, but ſeek how you may 
be ſerviceable to God, his dear Children, yea, and to all that walk Innocent- 
he towards one another in the Earth : Seek nor the honour which comes from 


men of this world, but ſeek that Honour which comes from God onely ; and ' 


{ach as Honour him by doing his Will, them will God honour and none el |. 
So, confider well, for what end Power and Authoritie is in your hands; Is tc 
not totry you? and is it not for the puniſhment of them that do Evil? to 
wit, ſuch as walk contrary to the manifeſt Truth, the Lighe of God, his Righ- 
teous Law in all Conſciences, and for the praiſe of them that do well; to wit, 
Cuch as walk according to: that Righteous Law of God, the manifeſt Truth, 
the Light in all Conſciences, which ſaith, As ye would that men ſhould do unto 
u, even (0 do ye unto them; And teacheth all that obey it, to do according 
y, and fo to fulfil the Royal Law of Love, which faith, Thou ſpalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy (elf. And theſe being doers of the Law of the "os God, may 
of Right,expe& the benefit and good of your Lawes for, for this cauſe do we 
Pay Tribute, even chat we may live peaceably, in all Honeſty and Godlineſs. 
under the Powers that are. 

You arenotto hearken to men of corrupt minds,who are in the ſtrife about 
Words, and wranglings about Opinions, who ſerve not Chrift the Prince of 
Peace, bur'their own'Bellies, affe&ing worldly Titles of Honour, and would 
Pur you on tolay your Law upon all, and Perſecute all that will not bow to 


} 


_— 


| their Image, and feed their inſatiable avarice: For theſe are they that have 


ſtirred up Nations and People one againſt another, ever fince the woful and 
miſerable Apoſtacy before mentioned ; to the imbruing of whole Countries 
in Blood, under a pretence of Religion, (for their own evil ends) even tothe 
deſtru&ion of all pure Religion, Amity, and Concord from amongſt men. 
But now iS the Lord diſcovering the skirts of chat great Whore, chat neither 
Kings, Princes, nor Rulers, may love her any more, nor ever help her co 
carry on or accompliſh her evil defigns in the earth; but that all people may 
know God alone to be their Teacher, as in the beginning-when the morning 
Scars Sung for Joy, and all the Sons of God rejoyced togetheras Members of 
one Body, not envying or hurting one another, nor ſerving themſelves one: 


_ of another; but all ſerving cne another in love, and ſo fulfilling the Royal 


indeverlaſting Law of Chriſt,to the Glory of God, and Father over all, bleſ- 


- fed forever. 


And in particular,let not the gocd Caule of Libertie for Tender Confilens 


' ces(declared for by the King)now fall in Erg/and; but let the Parliament, & all 


i Authority under Him, ſtudy 8 ſtrive how to affiſt Him-in it, and toPromote: 
fo a Cauſe; for is it not fitting, O all people, that men of eruly tender 
and pure Conſcience, and peaceably Principled and Living, ſhould haye Li- 
berty to exerciſe their yo Conſciences in goodnels towards God and men ; 
and that the Law ſhould be laid onely upon the Lawleſs, who are not tender, 


| but manifeftly depraved in Conſcience, and hard, and careleſs of heart what. 
' they do, both relpe&ing God and man ? For, for the reſtraint and puniſh- 


merit of ſuch, was God's Righteous Law given, and not at all againſt the 
Righteous man, And let notthe Biſhops ſay, That Libertie to tender Conſci- 
ences, will beany diſparagement to Religion, or diſadvantage to the Nation ; 
but letthem judge according as the Fruth is, that Libertie to tender Conſci- 
ences, is the onely thing, that will be good for all things: And as the King 


' hath rightly declared an onely Way to ftop the mouths (if not overcome the - 


hearts) of all that (either cnely ſeem, or indeed do) hate Him : For ſuch 
love will break the hearts of many, And what can ſtand before it? And Q 
that the Powers now in Erg/and, might be an example this day, in fo good 
awork to all the Earth, that Pope, Turk, and all others might be provoked: 
thereby to do the like ; that ſo the dear Seed of God, that groans in many: 
Lands under the ſore Opprelſlion of forcing of Conſcience,” might be ſet at li- 
berty, to run the waies of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs to the ends of time (to- 
the glory of God) without fear. | | 
\ Andeeiny that Proteſtant Religion engageth yon to take Scripture for your 
Rule, dort it not ſay, Rom. 14. That in matters of Gods Worſhip, every 
man onght to be fully perſwaded in his own mind of the goodneſs of what he 
doth, becauſe whatſoever is not of Faith, is fin? But now, if Liberty for the 


Tender and good Conſcience be not granted, but a compulſory power be ex-- 
ierciſed towards all, for hringing them into the forme of ſome mens appre- 
-henſions, then the poſſibility of every mans being fully perſwaded by Gods: 


Spirit, in his own mind in what he doth, is taken away, and the Antient Li- 
berty that was amongſt the firſt Chriſtians, loſt; as in that ſaid 14. chapter of 
the Apoſtle to the Romans, at large appeareth, where it's evident, that the 
glory of the true Church, ſtands not in the onene(s of outward Form or Ob- 
rvation, but in this, to wit, That every man do what he doth in the holy 
Fear, Faith, and power of Chriſts Spirit; for the Apoſtle well knew, that 
the Kingdom of God ſtood not in Meats, Drinks, Dayes, or the like; but in 
Righteoulnels, Peace, and Joy in tae Holy Ghoſt; and he that ſerves God in: 
theſe things, faith he, 7s acceptable to God, and approved of men. And thus 
ought it allo now to be amongſt fuch as profeſs Chrift throughout the Earth, 
until all be grown up to a perfeft man in Chriſt. And O that yours, and all 
peoples eyes, were fully open, to ſee and underſtand the neceflity of ſuch 
_— as theſe, that ſo much concern both the Temporal and Eternal good- 
all. . 


From a Servant of the God of Heaven, whoſe tender Soul is often 
boxed down under the ſenſe of the great miſery, that as yet lyeth 
upon the Creation of God througbout the Earth, by reaſon of Cor=- 
ruption ; and as @ ſenſible member of the ſame Creation proje 
Hepes wh nfo Pp ap my ye 

ority every where; might weigh an theſe few lines in' 
the lhe uprightneſs of heart, ds from which they were given. 
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